Nickel sulfate-specific suppressor T cells induced by nickel sulfate in drinking water.
Suppressor T cell function was studied in nickel sulfate (NiSO4) delayed type hypersensitivity (DTH). NiSO4 in drinking water administered orally to normal mice for 10 weeks elicited no significant footpad swelling. However, after drinking water for 7 weeks, suppression of footpad swelling response was not detected. Suppression of footpad swelling response was mediated by CD4-8+ T cells. However, these suppressor T cells did not overcome CD4+8- helper T cells by co-transfer to recipient mice. Unresponsiveness to NiSO4 by oral administration of antigen was due to suppressor T cells.